


Coalitions in Tennessee



Impact of Substance Misuse
ON OUR PEOPLE

2,388 people in Tennessee 
overdosed on opioids in 2020

Equivalent to 13 Boeing 737 crashes 
in TN in one year 

Source: TN Opioid Overdose Data Dashboard



Impact of Substance Misuse
ON OUR ECONOMY

In 2017, Tennessee taxpayers spent 
$3,023,687,696.10 on burden 
spending related to substance 
misuse

Source: Benefit: Cost Analysis, Strutner, et al. 2017.



3° PREVENTION
State Opioid Community Response, Naloxone, 

Overdose Rapid Response, T/A; First 
Responders Comprehensive Addiction and 

Recovery Act, Naloxone for First Responders

2° PREVENTION

1° PREVENTION
Nurses for Newborns, TN Prevention 
Network, Tobacco Access Reduction, 

Coalitions, Higher Education Initiative, 
Community Outreach, Strategic Prevention 

Framework & T/A, Enforcing Underage 
Drinking Laws, Comprehensive ATOD for 

Youth (Boys & Girls Club TN Valley), Tobacco 
Access Enforcement, Create New Coalitions, 
Community Outreach for Professional and 

Workforce Development

DEATH PREVENTION

PRIMARY PREVENTION

High Risk Population
Federal: $8,763,559 (51.3%)
State: $231,774 (1.4%)

At-Risk Population
Federal: $0
State: $0

Entire Population
Federal: $7,038,010 (41.2%)
State: $1,035,711 (6.1%)

Funding for Prevention in Tennessee
FY2020 Budget: $17,069,054 (100%)
Federal: $15,801,569 (92.6%)
State: $1,267,485 (7.4%)

Source: Tennessee Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services, FY2020 Budget.



Primary Prevention Works!



Continuum of Care by TN Budget Allocation

Up to local HD

$7,369,023 $23,012,232

Total SAPTBG to Tennessee = $30,381,255 (24% to primary prevention)
Source: TN Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services, FFY20



Roane County: -$14.66

Anderson County: -$17.73

Blount County: -$14.01

Monroe County: -$6.92



Include Prevention in Opioid Settlement
• SAMHSA SAPT Block Grant mandates a 20% set-aside for primary 

prevention
• Prevention is underutilized in relation to its ability to stop and delay use
• We do not invest enough funding to do it with enough scale and scope
• Most SORII funding is going toward MAT and harm reduction
• Of billions of dollars addressing the opioid epidemic, almost if it has gone 

down stream; primary prevention funding has decreased more than 30% 
between FY 2009 and FY 2022

• If TN follows suit, we could prevent and delay the onset of opioid 
misuse
• NO OTHER disease spends money only to treat those already sick and does 

not invest in prevention
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Adolescent Use in Tennessee

Source: Tennessee Together Student Survey, 8, 10, 12 Grades; 2018-2019. 



Adolescent Poly-Drug Use (TN)

Source: Tennessee Together Student Survey, 8, 10, 12 Grades; 2018-2019. 




